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THB E.YD OF THE FIGHT.
Rlchmond's iongeat nnd hardest flght

ls over, and tlio vlctory Is here. Clear
water, tho brlght goal of rnunya muddy
year, Is a thing iiecompllshed. Tlie
now Bj-Btem ls in regular normal oper¬
atlon as thls is belng wrltten. Pov.-er-
jul electric pumps are even now Uriv-

iug vast streams of real and llmpid
niua pura froni the settling basln to

the retcrvolr. Thencc lt will be drawn
out through innunierable house-pipca
to serve the good pleasure of the peo¬

plo of Blchmond. Thls will not hap-
pen in an hour. Till the pumplng be¬

gan yesterday the rescrvoirs and malns
were full of-muddy water and lined
..wlth the dlrt deposlts of years; The
.water must be drawn oi¥ and the de¬
posits washed out before perfdet re-

.uUk can bc expected. But probably
siome dlfference wlll be noticonblc be¬

fore nightfall. and a week should dis-

pose of the last remlnders of the old

rclgn of mud.

, The offlcial inspectlon of the new

'water system to-day means a great
personal irlumph for Charles B.
Bolling. A man mlght llve a long tltno
and stand much crltlclsm and ubuse

to emergc with the flying colors that
are hls to-day. To hlni tho laurols of

vlctory must be pecullarly sweet. Wo
nccd not go linck now and rchearse
ihe story of continued catastropho thut
lias made thls great enterprlse seem at

times the favorite butt of tho soven

devlls of mlsfortune. It 5s onough to

say now that the talk of Mr. Bolllng's
supposed. Incotnpetency a year ago, of

the unwisdom of keeplng him in ollice,
of the likclihood of another falluro in
the bulldlng of the flume.ull this c«*lt-
icism ls completely and torcver refuted
by tho happy outcome. If the now

flume had popped open at the final test¬

ing the other day there is no end to

the abuse that would have been heaped
upon hltn. Hc understood thls, But
absolutely confident of hls ablllty to

construct u perfect conduit, provlded
only that hls instructions were obeyed,
he tackled tho job agaln, thls tlrae
wlth trlumphant success. The sedi-
mentntion plant is the child of hls
brain and hand, and to him the chlof
honors are everywhero awardod. The
people of Richmond may well rejoice
now that his resignatlon was not asked
for laet January. It is qulto certain
lhat no new englneer would have given
us clear water at thla tlme or any-
where near this tlme.
Chairman Mill**, of tlie Wkter Com¬

mittee, regards the complctton .of a

clear wator system ns "tho greatest
step ln advanco the city of Hichmond
haa over made." Thls estlmate is not

at all extravagant. Long usago has
made us who livo hero all but uncon-

scious to the nature of our ablutlonal
llquld. Nothlng is to disagreeable tliat
it doesn't become a matter ot course

after a wliBe. But never was thero a

»tranger,,'ln,-«o-ar *'gatea who was not
-hocked and afffonted by the flnst slght
of the morn's hectlc tub. Tliat lub
has been a standing advertlserncnt of
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the worst sort for Richmond. lt hns
marked and labeled her piogrcssive-

"

ll
nei;s in tho v.-orst poasiblo way. A
clear-water city on a muddy-wsiterj
rlver wlll get advertisement of quite
another sort. But far over and beyond
these cosiElileratlons Is the personal
delight ln batha free of all hlgh-tints
and draughts that the hbusc-ftltcr never

knew. I

THE rinST STEP TOWABU 13Q.lLV_.I-
ZATION.

One o£ the concludlng acts of the
Senate Finance Committee, which ad¬
journed yesterday, was to appoint a

subcommittee to draw up a bill look-
iug to the equallzation of taxes ln
Virginia. The Finance Comniittee's
sesslons here have beon valuable und
insitructlvc ln many ways, but nothing
that it did is more important tliun thls.
lt ls the flrsi definitc step toward re¬
form ot condltlons whlch have long
slnce reached the propprtions of a

State scandal. Heassessmout cannot
possibly cura thoae conditlons. The
whole level mlght bc largeiy ralaed
whlle the. prepdaterous dispaiity bo¬
tween assessments were left untouched.

A.' rlgld equallty between, assess¬

ments and a sense of oven justice
among asseasora are demanded by tho
eleracntal prtnclpics of fair play. 'rhe
State can no longer afford to be lax
and cornplatsant about thls muttor. Her
legitimate expendlturea have increased
fco largeiy that it has beeomo necessary
.for her to command every dollar prop¬
erly bolouglng to her. Under the
present ahtftless, unfalr und utterly ln.
defenslblo systoro, there ls no doubt
that the Stato's losses run v.xll up into
the hundreds. of Ihbusatida every year.

AVHEN KIMih AI313 IJIIULU.
Belgium wlll rejoice to-day at tij«

throne of hc*r new Klng, a« the wa*

outwardly mournlng yesterday at the
bfer of her old one. Wlum the last
Ihundcra died away from llie salutlng
battery al Lnkeii tho final chant ended
iri tlie cathedral, tho peoplo liurrled
away to change tlicl>- mournlng gat'.
uients for clothes of Joy. Thls morn-

they holat gally-colorcd flaga
aro banners rioated at half-inust
terday.
V'o are told in the cable dlspatches
t tho otitward grlet oc tho people
lha obscqules poorly concealed thelr
ni*d joy. Kevoronco for roynlty rc-
red formfl which tho rcnl oentlmcnt
llie natlon dld not prompt. Tho re-
ts Btate, nlso, that tho King's tcatu-
ltary wlfihes for a quiet and tm-
intutlous funoral were neglectod.
the pomp and ceremony that thc

lo kingdom could mtistor murl.ed
burlul rlteu of the old monarch.
oth of theao tncldciits fully aecurd
h thc trudttlotm of moiuirchisni.
tory i«t full of Joyful funerals aud

jow cerenionliils when nations put
curtli ihe ashes of unjust rulers.
ou, for csatriple, tho idle Klng of
.hce, bc_»t known as the lover ot
lam Pompadour, dled of the sniall-

the country falrly ohoutod for
Tho court hurrlej away to cscnpe

pest, and dld not thlnk of inourn-

untll a vault lnoloscd the body
:he King. When, too, Georgo IV.'at
: died, hls Cablnet could ocarco re-

ss Its delight, and his country
athed a slgh of rellef. Perhups It
. thc geniiihe gratlflcatlon-dt tlio
Ido that led them to show iiuch.
husia&rii iu pompou*, empty funerals
caees llko these. Thcy wero well
of tholr hated rulers and could af-
1 to glvo them splendid burlals.
tit there havo been a.lso many
es when the entoinbmeiit of n be-
2d King wus the occasion for S«u-
e, lieart-feli publlo regret. WJten
Emperor Charles the Groat dled,
natlon dcinanded that he bc not

ied. He wns placed on a throno In.
«tono chamber at Aachea, wlth
ptre in hand and royal robes around
1. A thousand years later rovercnt
iquarluns found hls body little
nged wlth tlme. ln tlie samo wny,
on Quoen Kllzabeth dled, b'hakes-
iro doubtless did not too greatly
iggerato thc popular regret when
declared the very flahos wept In
wako of tho funeral barge.

'hls ls as lt should be. When a

ig jolns tho vast silent arrny of the
id, hls famc ls measured, llke that
any other man, solely by his doeds.

B STATla CO-WMITTEE AX1) THE
PUIMAHY.

.ho Uomoci*Htle Stato Central Cum-
:tce has been n good deal crlticized
lts supposedly siibllme Indifforeneo
tho P.oanoko convention's order.*

nut legallzlng the prlmary. Tlio
iventlon told tho coiiuntttec to prc-
it a legnllzatlon bill to the Lcgla-
ure which mccts In Richmond ou

luary 12, 1910. Many months havo
;sed slnco thon, tho convenlng of
! Leglslature Ls .itist around tht*
nor and tlie committee has not llfted
hand. "Pcrsistence in thls course,"
narked tlie Norfolk Landniark, truly
Dugh, not long since, "would bc mu-

y." But now lt turns out that thc
nmlttee Is occupying a. blnmeleso
sltlon. lt ls not mutlnous or lnsur-
nt or red-headed at all. a meetlng
tho special subcommlttee having

la matter in charge will be ncldin
chmond early in January and thc
Sallzatlon blll will be prepared In

.tity of tlmo for prcsentntion to thc
gislature.
Thus another polnt of dlscusslon,
othor' cresiicnt controversy, is cleared
and eliminated from thc world ot

an. lt ls. nobody's business at whnt
no thc eommttteo carrles out tht
struetion.s of tho superior body, sc

ng as lt duly carrles them out
inlrman RllyEOn says that he has
irposely <l"ferrod the work to tht
st mlnute ln order that tho com-

ittce mlght hnve the bonefit of tlu
test public thought on the cotnpli
-ted questlon. Surely there is sotini

.nse in thla position. Xo doubt th'
ork of a few days will be enough ti

irn out the draft of a bill, and tlii
nnmlttec can adjourn with the knowl
lge that lt has ho far fuithfully car

ed 6ut tho will of the conventlon
o duty wlll then remain to It'ln con

oction with tho prlmary except th
Atdy of platis for "further protectin;
,". to be offered to tho. party con

ention of 1912.
That the conuiiittce wlll reconimcn

prlmary law which all ot us wl]
lilnk perfect is far beyond the dream
[ ..optlmlsui. Irreconcllablc COlitradk
lons in opinion exl3t on many hhporl
nt polnts. peter wlll have to be dle
.ppolnted to plcaso Paul, and vlc
eraa. hot us merely volce thc ser
ral hope that tlie conintltteo's delil
rations may bo markod by wlsdoi
nd cro'wned wlth resillts approprtat
n every way to tho resolutions an

deals of a Now Year.,

t TWO-C1.ASS K.1TE N1_.KD1_.IJ 1
TII15 I'OS.T.OTPiCE.

.Tho othor day The Timos-Dlspatc
iusgested that tho Post-OllK-c Dcpart
ncnt should permit mallers of Chrlst
lias packages io put in a fow wori
if wriling without ehatiglng the ral
;u tho packages. Now wo note tlu
he Ncw York l_;vei.'liig Post carih
ho samo ldea vory much further. Th
;jost proposea that wrltlng to any ai
.ent be allowed at any tlme in unseu
:d pacUasei; wlilch pay a mlnimum <
.wo cenltf postago. "Merchandlse," a

arues the Post, "would pay merchandii
fatesi, books would pay book rato
:(Ulto regardless of the question whctl
lf they carried wrltten matter or no
provlded only thnt thero was a& mm
pust&go ou them au would carry s

ordlnary letter.two cents." Wc fu]
syinput'uizo with the Post's deslre f.
the u'trriosl ltberaltty and coninn
nense and freedom from red tape hot
but our contemporary, wr" aro afrai
is <juit.- wrong- in thinklug that. i
proporal would rceult "ln no loas
revenue worth mentlonlne." Escnpt
so far as it would Htlrrmlate lette
wrltlng wlth packages.which it ce
lainly would do_|t would reprefcnt
twQ'C.prit Iosb to the pixt-o/hco ln nea
ly every case. Tho vast majority
paokagei; pay at least two conts, u
thc letters wlilch now hrlng lilgl
|profUuble revciiuo to tho post-olll

would allp Into thom without changlng
tholr wolght apprecitibly aml ncttlngi
no rovonuo al all, ©von Ol package
ratce. i
There is, however, a cle.irer nnil fnlr- j

er way of settling" this qtieBtlon oE
personal wrltlng in packages, a wny
whlch would deprlvc tho department of
no revenue at nlt and would bc of'
cnormous aaslstance nnd beneflt to the
publlc, Vou wlsh to mail, let us say,
ri. package of books wclghlng forty
ounces: postngo 20 cente, Along wlth
it you wieh to aend o. letter Wotgh-
ing hnlf an ounce: postage, by Itself, 2
ccuts. Send tlie two separately and
tliey cost 22 cents. Send them to¬
gether, as most' of us naturally deslro
to do, and they cost S2 conl?. By an
nbsurd flctlon tho books are vlewod
us havlng converted thomselves into
personal letters tho moment tho linlf-
ounce of wrltlng is Included wlth
them. The charge for transportlng the
Identlcai rnatter is vlrtually quadru-
plod. Vct tho post-ofllco's servlco, or

Its troublo, is not increased by a whlt.
In fact lt ls apprecitibly dimintshed,
slnce ln tho llrst caso it must handlo
und dellver two pieces of matter. one
of them "flV-t-clasB, whllo ln thu lattor
It handles but ono piece, nnd that
ono tit tfliird-claBs.

Is there uny hlt of sense, reason or

justice ln this anctent and curlous tra¬
dltlon? Why ln the world ahouldn't
the post-offlce handle two-class matter,
at a two-class ratc.7 Why shouldn't It
allow a letter in u package at Iho
package rate plus two cents for the
letter? That is the only just basls
for coniputlng charges. Tho depart¬
ment would not havo to handlo such
u-.atter at first-class. It would stlll
remaln third or Courth-class mattor
handled as that matter ls, cent un-
pcaled antl subject. to belng opened foi
inspectlon. And lf lt ls urged thnt
people would put ln overwelght let¬
ters, or several letters, aud that the
post-ofilco would practlcally have to
roly on the word ot tho mallor, we ro-

ply that thia is exactly tho case now.
Wo fear a great many porsons Include
letters in packagea whlch they do not
declare and sometlmes flntly deny, and
they do thls wlth perfect safety. That
the offlce opens many of the pack¬
ages consigued to it, or ever will or

could. nobody who has cut his cye-
teeth even dlmly t;uspccts.

We slncercly hope that the dlscovery
of the South Polo can bo pulled oft
without any such tragcdles.

Would you, reader, spllt on the Sugar
Trust for a milllon?

Mr. Rooaevelt can hardly fai 1 to con¬
sider that hls Ananlas Soclety broke
up a year too soon.

Congress has voted itself a two
weeks" holiday. Jn fact, a Congress-
man's llfe ls mostly fence-mcndlng and
holldays.
The esteemed Aldermen of New York.

havlng formerly bestowed the frecdom
of the city on Dr. Cook, aro now

thlnklng of withdrawing it. Wo nre
able to asstire them that the Doe wlll
never miss it. .

Mr. Roosevelt is recelvlng vlsits
froni tho Klng of Ugahda, whlch ls
nothing at nll to a man who has long
bcen hob-nobblng-with the king* ot the
forests.

Wonder how our dear old Itooklshoo
wlll recelve the news?

7f "The Woman With the S'erpont's
Tonguo" were only a better poem, we
could feel even niorc sympathy with
Mr. Watson.

One of tho finest things about Scua-
ator La Follctte is that he doesn't cars
In the least whose toes hc steps on.

Well, don't put it off till 10 o'clock
Chrlstmas Eve anyv.-ay.

The Dr. Cook opisodo is positlvely
the grandest chanco the "I Told You
Soers" have had ln half a century.

Wo don't belleve lt wlll be posslble
tor Congress t,o do anythlng thls ses¬
slon but appropriate and Investigate.

Many or our pruderit little star-eyed
a blondes aro already laylng in a few
,. little tiitles for Christmas, 1910.

Wc are now corapiling tablos lo
show that 24 per cont. of tho men
of the country an. 92.3 per cent. of
the women never use any other
punctuation mark than the daah.

TAFT'S PIITLOSOFIIT.

Should Xot It Include ttovcrnment
-Clmrtty nt HiimeVf

Presldent Taft dld not hold out to
tho inmates of the Bowery mlsslon any
hope of flnanclHl aid or proposo for
their eonslderatlon any governmental
reform wh,ereby the lot of the unom-
ploycd mlght be permanently allevi-
ated. Instead, he preached the doc-
trlne of patienco, forbearance and falth
that thelr moro fortunate fell'o w-beingB
were not grcedy aiul grasplng, but will¬
lng to help tho needy.
Of tjio multltude of rcmedles whlch

i-oclologiats and rcformers have for tho
cure und preventlph of dlscaseB of the
body poll tic the Presldent took no noto.
Uo Blmply told hls hearers that ul-
tliough they were at present "down on
tholr luck," they ought to look for-
wardito hrlghter days.

Birt never u word. spoke. he of pator*-
nalistlc aid from government.never
mentloned colonlcs for trampu, old-
tge peiiblons, such as tho English peo¬
plo now havo, and whlch the French
are prcparing for, nor hlnted at pos¬
slble plans of Insuranco for worklng
pt-oplo against slcknoss or death, such
as tho GermaiiB, for Instance, have oa-
tablUhed.

"Cheei- up!" was his Chrlstmas mes¬
sage to the unfortunatcs of tho Bow-
ery.
But when later ln tho evenlng he

spoko on forelgn rnlsslons ho crnphat-
Ically declared that tho nation ought
to spend money. ln rcgulatlng tho af-
falra of other countrles, as lt dld ln
freelng Cuba, for example. Tho Bow¬
ery retlcenco concerning flnanclal alrt
from tlie j.oveinmc-iit disappeared. H»1<1
tie;
"Wo are a nation wllh tremendoua

power aml wealth, and unloao wo ub-9
that for tho beneflt of our Internatlonul
nelghbors wa aro falllng to dlach'arge
the dutles thut wo ought to feel ns
momheni of tlio Ini&rnuttonal coniinu-
nlty."

Hoinp poriion:', not ricccisarlly sor.lo-
loglcal oi* sochUlstlc craiilta, bijt good-
old-fashluiied belngs, wlll lie moved to
quote, wlth slight vitrlutlon, an un-
clenl pioverb. "Qaveriunnnt, churltj
should bogln at horne.".ttowlon Olot-o.

Borrowed Jmgies
TII13 CH.llsrMA't KDltljMfft.

inta clnuit looked «< li 1» pupor,
Aml Mtintclmd up n bundle of toyii,
rhey wlll tiiim. t Corftot tltoml" lie

shotiled,
"Tho dctit- Htttc nliln nnd tho boys.
y cul»ndar's wrong, for thlB muriiliiK
J'hc* Clirlctlnnu i.dlttoii-i «ru out,
f<nr tlmt my «onno*i nro Calllng,
What hnve. I ben thluMng aboutl"

c. leapcd In hl* nuto, jind brcaking
All rpced lawn nml ever were made
ro long he urrtvil ln tho ehy
ln lta whiter rogulla nrruyed,
ut. no llttlo Btoel.ln«n woro wnlthig,
Hung tip by thc iii'.lf ln a row,
nd no troe in tho parlor wa* waltlng
Wlth tllmcl uml tnpere ttglow,
a hnlted n sjnah -. ho bnltited
Wna hurrylng liOliio through lllo nlght,
riod Sniitii, ,:,ruut Ibolt nt tlio papoisi,
^'nu hoo it Is tjhrisiiiiiiii all rlght."
Un, ha!" laughed tlie sttuiii_or, "you'ro

early,
Ho burk to your plpo nnd your bed,
or theso nro tho ClirlBttnan odUloiia
And prlnted com. throo v.-cckfl ahead."

.Mlnna Irvlm;, ln LcnIIo'i).

AUSmiLY 30KJNG.
e Wlll Fubb.
George: "Do you thlnk that I'm good
¦loiiKb for you, darllng." '

.

Uorllng: "No, aoorge; but you're too good
ir uny other glrl.".Illustrated Dlta.

bnt Is Doubtful.
"Wfl ar* now exactly n thouiand feet
bove tho lovol of tho aca.
"What sua?"
"Tho gutdo book doesn't Bay.".llon Vlv-
nt.

u Obncrrunt Kid.
"Ready for Chrletmat*, Johnny?"
"Vou bet."
"Vou bellove ln Santa CJaua, don't you?"
"Suro; I've seon him. Ho wcaro falsu
hlekorB.".Washlngton Herald.

enslblc Uoctor.
"I guess my doctor uuderstands human
aturo pretty "woll."
"Why Bo7"
"Ho put mo on a dlet and orderocl mo not
j stnrt untll nft«r Chrlstraau.".Houston
hronlcle.

npplylng Demand.
"They hftvo somo pretty ixpeuilye chrlst-
tas card* nowadays."
"Ye»; there's a dtmand for them. When
girl gbta a- J90 set ot furs no 10-cont card

.111 do for a roturn gift.".LouIbvIIIo Cou-
ler-Journal.

he Contrary Chlld.
"IIow unreaaonablo baby isl'^
"How now?"
"According to the thormometer. the water

t juat rlght, ancl yet ho peraist* In turnlng
luo.".Kansaa Clty Journnl.

i-ektinent POINTS.

-« ENA'fOR MONEY know* hla children
*4 were worthy and compotent, and tu
¦J could nut»absohitc*!y know tbla ot othoi
lon'a clilldrvn, Th<*r<*for«, li wua a loya'
nd Jealous regard l'or tlio public wolfarc
hat induced him to uppoint rour of hls int-
lodlato fouilty to oftlco..Hou'elon Post.

Tho femlninc shopper who has had baskol-
all tralning has a ical advantagu ovcr hot
Ister who has been compelled to got or

.lthout llberal education..st. Louis ltopub

With a former umplrc at th; head of th<
.atlonnl League, pugnaclou^ players wll
.rubably be extremc-ly prudint about thi
Ime, placo and occasion thcy select to re

k.ve thelr minds ut tha expenso or thi
resldlng potentates of tho paetlmc..rrovi
onco Journal.

ln Phllad'-lplila n Russian woman 11
eurs old la doad, leaving 150 deacciulanta
uid Bwana Tumbo Is not here to make ui

ratlon at her grave and booat a monumen
und..Loulavlllo Conrtor-Journal.

If Dr. Eliot actually wants lo benelU lm
nanitind, let hlm publlsh* a dve-foot ahop
.Ing llst..Ncw York Mall.

lf man be what he. oate. as Dr. Wlle:
inys. tho pure food problem scoms to li

Irlt'tlng toward tho cannibal Islands fo
tolutlon, ancl n now mcanlug I* givcu t>
.man lor man.".Washlngton Post.

-~j-
T-OOU MAN'S nUTTUll.

Juugress Asked to Ilcmove Tax oi

litiltntluu Artlcle.

Ttcpreseiitativo Burleaon has intro
luced a blll repealing tho tax on olco
.nargarlnc. That ls excellent. But li
llcu of the tax on thc product Mi
Burlcson would lmpose a tax on it
iiianufacttiro nnd salu.$G00 per an

num to bo pald by manufacuiren
NSO by wholesale dealers, and $1S b
retallers. The packages muBt be pu
up ln small prints, stainped "Olcomar
garlne," together wlth the name of th
manufacturer.
Why any tux at all? Butter Is on

of thc riocessarlds, and oleoniargariin
Its chemlcal equivaletit, is not lesa sc

lndeed, it merits the namo of "th
poor man's butter," since it can be prc
duced wholesomely an 1 sold muc

cheaper than the product of the dair:
The history of tho manufneture an

pale of this innocent product lias oee
that of continual fraud and legal evr
sion. But the greatest fraud of all
the tax lald upon it, thercby onauiln
thc btitterniaklng interests to obtai
a monopoly of thc market. Il ls inoi
than a fraud, IL ls a thett, to exac
¦_ tax ot 10 cents a pound upon olec
margarlna that has beon treated tvit
buttor color, whon the law permli
butler to be artlflcially colored witl
out a tax. AVe thlnk the uncond
tlonal repeai of all taxos upon tl
."tibstitute for buttor and the rlgld ot
t'orccment of the provislon requirin
that lt bo r.tampr.d "Olcomargarine" c
every package. would do away at one
and forcver wlth most of tho humbii
that has becotno assoclated wllh l
namo..Ncw York Tlmes.

General Demand
of the Well-Informed of tho World h:
alwaj*3 been for a simple, pleasant ai

effxeient liquid laxative remedy of lenov
valuc; a laxative which physioians cou

aanction for family use because its eoi

ponent parts are known to them to 1
wholesomo and truly benefioial in effet
acceptable to the system and gentle, y
prompt, in aotion.

In aupplying that demand with its e

cellcnt combination oE Syrup of Figs ai

Elixir of Senna, tlio California Fig Syn
Co. proceeds along cthical lines and reli
on tho merita of tho laxative foriia remai
able success.

That is one of many reasons w'
Syrup of Figs and Elixir of Senna is giv
the preference by thc Well-Informe
To get ita bcneBcial effects always b
the genuine.manufactuired by tho Ca
fornia Fig Syrup Co., only, and for et

by all loading driiggiata. Price fifty cei

por bottle.

Our abllltici %o servel
any conservath'ts adver-
tiser is the cause ofour

iid their) tucccst.
Richmond Ad»erti»-

)na Atfency. Inc.
Mntiml liulUliii;.

Ulchmond, Vlrillnlo.
lUublisbcd 190..

Roosevelt May Ailso Wear Phihic
in Gfi'a'fieau and Laccd

Trousers.

RARE HONOR IS ACCORDED

K lec tion to Academy of Moral
and Political Sciences Sel-
dom Given lo American.

11V LA MAlKtUISB 1)13 FOKTE.NOY.
BY Theodore Itoosevelt's almotit

uiiuiiimgus election un. Saturday
last to a forelgn ussoctato raeni-
bershlp of tho Academy of Moral

aml Politlcal Helenueu nt. Paris, he be-
comeu a membor of that world-fumed
orgnnizatlon known as tho Inatltuto
of France; that Instltuto to whlch the
luto Due d'Aumaio at hla death bo-
queathed hls beautiful Palaco of Chan-
lllly, wlth ull the prlceloss art trcus-
ures with which it waa llllcd, und the
stately park by whlch lt is surrounded.
Tho rlistlnction bestowed upon tho for¬
mer Presldent of thn Urtitcd Statea ls
ono so rarely accorded to Amerlcans
thot lt may be as woll to expiain Just
what ls tho InRtltuto ot France, of
whlch he wlll now bo cntltled to wear
the unlform, consisting of a green-
tulled coat, riehly embroidered wlth
suiall palm leaves In green silk, trous¬
ers laced ln u similar fashion. a cha-
peau trimmed wlth black osfrleh teath-
crs, und a pearl-handlo court sword:
the unlform, in ono word, io whlch M.
Darboux flgured recently ln New York
as one of tho oflicial representatives
of Franco at all the coremonlcs ln
connection wlth tho Hudson-Fulton
celebratlon.
Tho Instltute of Franco. whlch dateH

from 1795, when tho Republlcan Con¬
ventlon called it Into exlstence, ln def-
erenco to the presalng recommenda-
tlons of Carnot, is composed of flvo
acudomles, somo of them antcdatlng by
150 years the great Hevolutlon. In
lact, each of them was founded at a
dlfferent tlme, tho oldest of them all
belng the so-called Acadomlo Francalso.
The second is tlie Academlo dos In-
scrlptlons et Bellcs Lottres; the .thlrd
is the Academie des Sciences; the
fourth ia the Academie des Beaux Arts.
and tho llfth ls thg Academlo de.s
Sclencos Morales et Polltques. Tho lat¬
ter ls the ono to whlch Theodore
I-toosevclt has been olected, and was
added to the Instltute ot Franco ln
March, 1^22. by a decree or Klng Louls
(Phlllppe. Thls academy Is dlvlded Into
llve sectlons, namely, philosophy," mo-
ralc, leglslation and jurisprudenco, po¬
litlcal economy and history.
Euch of the llve acadcinies has its

own special jurlsdictlon and worlc. with
speclut funds and secrctarles, who aro

appointed .for llfe, wlth an oflicial resl¬
dence on the premt«cs, varlous allow-
ances and u .salary of 7,000 francs.
Mntiera concerning the instltute as a
wholo are managed by a commlttee
chosen in equal numbers from each of
tho acadomles; and onco a year a
general meoting of nll the membora of
tho varlous academles takea placo on
October 18, tho anniveraary of the or¬
ganization of tho Instltute. All tho
expensca of tho instltute and of the
ucademies. includlng an annual stlpend
of 1,200 francs to cacli member, aro
defrayed by a largo ycarly subsldy
voted for the purpose by the natlonal
treasury, ln addition to whlch the
Institute owns rich endowments, such
as, for instance, tlie domaln and the
Palace of Chantllly.
The homo of the Instltute of Franco

is the old Collego of the Four Nations.
erccved by Louls XIV. on the {"-Uo of
tho Tour do Nesle of mysierlouBly
traglc memories, and facing the Lo.uvre
on tlio oppoalte sldo of tho Selne. Tho
building was completed in 1062, aml
the wcll-lilgh prlceloss collection of
booka and manuscrlpts bequeathed* to
llio College of the Four Nations by
Carclinal Mazarln, and to the Academy
of France by Cardinal Rlchelieu, es-
caped plllage and destructlon at tho
tlme of the Revolutlon, of tho threo
forelgn occupatlons of Paris,-and of
tlie Cornmunu insurrectlon; remalnlng
iniact and undlsturbed Ln the great
octagonul rooin and gallerloa that oc¬

cupy tho actual slt« of tho Tour do
Nosle.
Of Amerlcans who have beionged to

one or another of tho llve academles
comprised in tho Instltuto of Franco, la
J. Loubat, of Now York. who beara
abroad tho tltlo of duke, conterjed
upon him by the Papacy, and who ia
a member of the Acaaemle des Inscrip-
tior.s ct Bellcs Lettres. John S. Sar-
gent is tlie sole American momber of
the Acadomlo des Beaux Arts, ytfille
the Academie des Sciences has the
name of Professor Alexander Agassiz,
of Cambrldge, Mass., and also gf the
late Professor Nowcomb, of Washlng¬
ton, on ita roster. Theodore Roosevelt
ls the only American momber of the
Academy of Moral and Politlcal Sci¬
ences.
Thero ia alno a Natlonal Academy of

Medicine in France, composed of 100
members, responslble to the govern¬
ment for all sqrts of questions relat-
ing to medlcal research. and recelv¬
lng a largo subsldy from the state.
But lt doea not form part of tho In¬
stitute of France.

In none of the obltuaries of ole
Grand Duko Michael of Russia, whe
dled on Saturday last, at the age ol
nearly clghty, has any mentlon beer
made of the very acttvo part whlch he
took ln brlnging about tho concessior

BiOf a Constltution, and of a parlla-
.s montary form of government to th<

Muscovltc nation. Tho support whlcl
..¦he gave to the preaent Czur ln .thi

matter was all tho moro romar.kabU
in view of the fact that hc was at ths
.timo the only survlving son of Nlcho-
las I., tho most reaotionary and des-
potlc monaroh of Russia slnce ihe dayi
of Fetcr the Great. The veiiera_u<
prlnco made a polnt of belng pre.sen
nt all the meetlngs of the Council o;
tho Emplro held by hls grandnephew
Nlcholas II.. to cjtscuss- the graritlnf
of the Constltution, fighting vlgorousl;
the oppositlon of somo of the othe*
and younger grand dukes. At one o
theso sesslons, whon Alexander Narish
klne, one ot the principal dlgnltarie*
of tho lmperlal court, and a mos
influential member of tho old nobllity
put forward the plea that the aris
tocracy waa "entitlcd to special pre
rogatives and prlvlleges undor the nov
Constltution, in rocognitlon of lts sor
vices to the empire," the grand duk'
angrily Interr.upted him, and ln tha
loud and sonorous tone. of voice whlcl
dlHtinguishod hls utteraiices, exclalm
cd:

"If I had beon ln tho placo of Alex
under Alexandrov(,tch, I w'ould no
havo ventured to speak of the aervlce
of the nobllity to tho empire. Wher
aro tho services? Tho nobles hav
bled the peasantry to the very marrov
without glving tjje-m anythlng what
soever in return.not even tht? slight

,-: leat attempt to lmprove thelr condltio:
d. or their education. Tho nobles hav

monopollzed all well-pald governmon
offlees, and through tholr lntolerabl
neglect havo brought confuslon int
overy branch of the admlnlstratlot
The nobles wero only to be foun
when thoro wore any loavesand ilshe
to bo dlstrlbvited, They havo tion
nothlng whatsoevor for tho emplro, an
aro raalnly responslble for the preser
unfortunato ond chuotlo .condition c
iirtalrs. It ia perfect nonsense to tal
of tho servleeo of tlie noblea to th
empire.''
No member of tharoigning hous

ot Russlu ever enjoyed a greate
amount ot regard. respect and eve
veneration than thls patrlarch of th
house *. of Romanolf, .whoso granc
daughter ia tho Crown Princess i

Germany... No attempt-was over mac

upon hla llfo, oven by tho most fi
natlo of Nihillsts. Ho wus ontlrel

Isafo from any harm at tholr hands.

A Health-Guarantee to be Found ln No Other Water,
Because.

I.The ONLY Water put up in STERILIZED
bottles: ^

2.The ONLY Water.Domestic or Foretgn
.which is NEVER put in a bottle that
bas been used before.

The Worid's Best Table Water

Daily Queries and Answers
r

Address aU eomtnanlcatlou* for thls colum* to Qnerj* Edltor, Tlmes-
Dlapatdi. Na natkantatleal problems irlll be soSved, ao colns or stamps
valued and ¦. dealer*' names if III be gtvea.

( hrictnini. 1010.
What day of the week will Christ¬

mas fall on next year ond in 1011?
S. O.

Christmas, 1910, -tvlll fall on Sunday:
in 1911 it wlll fall on Monday.
Largest Medical Krntcrultj*.

Please tell me what ls the largest
medical fratcrnlty in America.

E. Jl. T.
?Ju Slgma Nu, wlth a membership

of 3,500.
Mlstletoc aml Klsaea.
Do you thlnk It ls rlffht for a younj;

glrl to hang mlatletoe In her parlor.
and lf by accident her swoetlienrt
shouid oatoh her under tho niistlctoc.
would he havo a rlght to klsn her'.'

READER.
Aa general propositlon glrls do not

hang nilstlctoo In the parlor ejccept
to he klssed under lt. Of courae. you
fdiould let It appear that your stand-
Ing under thc* mls tietoe is nltoRiithef
u'.'oldental. You im.st look in tho op¬
posite dlreotlon from the young man
and must appear very Innoccnt, talking
wlth some one or looklntr at siomethin?.
In another part of the room. Good
form prcscrlbes that whon th« youns
man -ici«Hes tho glrl slif. should be-
como very angry, nnd If she hnppeiiB
to bc not over s-eventcen years, sho
must say. "I'll never spealc to you
agaln." If the young man doerm't
kls.s you the flrst tlme you ahould try
agaln. Of course. you understand he
will not know that you really stand
under tlie mlstletoe intentlonally, and
he wlll prlde himself on being a very
clever fellow.

Trxons In Congress.
Please tell mo how many Conpreas-

men there are from Texas*. Do you
think thnt Stule wlll havo moro mem¬
bers ln the next Congres**? D. D. M.
Texas, at pret.cnt. has slxteen repre¬

sentatlves ln the llouse. This number
may bo somowhot Increased, lf the
basls or representation is not changed.
You will remember that the Congress
of 1910 will be the one to reapportlon

vetbran of tho Crimean War, where
ho narrowly escaped capiure in bat¬
tlo by the allled forced of. England.
Krancc, Turkey and Suidinia, ho wa*
ut the tlme of hia deuth the only re-
malning tleid marshal of tho Russian
army, nnd spent iho grcator portion ol
the relgn of hla elder brother, Alex*
under 11., Emanclpator of the Scrfs, al
Tlflls, as Viceroy of tho Caucasus
whero, by his klndly, llberal ond hu*
mano governmont, ho actuallv-. con-
tri*-i:d to rccoticile all the turbuloul
and warllke racea of lhat part of thfemplre to Muscovlte rule. If they sub-
scfjuently becamo hosstllc ogain there-
to, lt was because Grand Duko Mlebuc
had been wlthdrawn, on the grouncthat hls methods were not In keeplnfwlth the rcactionary pollcy Inaugu-rated at St. Potorsburg after the as
(iasslnution of hla brother, AJcxun-
dcr II.

Colossally rlch. no one ever dream
of impugning the lntegrlty and thilofty sense of honor of Grand DukiMlchael. who kept not only hls owihands cleaii, but those of tho memberiof hls cntourage. So that none of thosicharges of corruptlon and 111 use o
government funds brought agalnsother membera of the Imperial fainil*and against thelr cronloc and favorites
wero ovor lald at hls door. To trav
eled Amerlcans ho was a very famtlla
«?"!.?_. "if. f0,r the last lwenty year.or hlt* life he was in the habit ospendlng the wlnters at Canne.., in th-south of France, and tho month oAugust at Wiesbaden(Copyrlght, 1909. by the Brentwoo._Company.)
STEERAGE HATES A\I> HARDSBIPS
Puaaengers Pny High Rates for Drcnr

and Mlserable Qunrtcrs.
The steerage passenger on a transAtlantlc shlp is not commonly in

position to compare what he pays an
what he yots with what tho lirst an
second cabln paasengers pay and wha
they get. lf ho was ho would probab
ly organlze a mutiny on the spot an
allege that he was the worst-robbe
man ln tho world..Steeragb rates on the big new boat
rlso to a point not so very much be
low tho second cabln rates, But whll
tho second cabln ; \ssonger gets a
the conycnlencea and somo even c
tho luxnrlos of flrst cabin paesengen
the man ln tho steerago gets nothin
at all. Me has llttlo light, llttlo al:
almost no space to move around. II
must subslst on tlio most wretche
food, thrown at hlm as if he wero
dog. What is 'sometimes worse tha
all, especlally for the women passor
gera, the lnsults and abuses offorc
by men ln the crew of tho shlp miu'i
bo endured, often wlth no opportunlt
to escapo.
Conslderlng tho disparlty hetwee

faros anci servlce as between stoeraE
and other classes on slUpboard, lt nr
long boen evldent thal lt was thoi
oughly reasonable for tho-.governinet
to force tho stcamshlp companies )
give much better treatment to tl
steerage passengers. ,Ono or two <

the lines only have heen reasonab'
tn their attltude on thls questlon. Tl
others havo made some grudgeel in
provements, but only to tho oxtent 1
which thoy have. bean forced.
Tho report Just mnde bv tho 1mm

gratinn c*nniml«e'on descrlbc<= stnoraf
condltions as ovon worso than thc
they have commonly boen supposed

! be, Women atyent.s of the servlcf- ha*
rnadp tha trip 'ln the steerage and r

1 portofl thelr own experlonces.
t Tho roport should stinvtilato lefft
t latlnn on the neeeusnry lines, and tl

bill« Introduced in the Sonato hy Sei
ator rsHllnnhani ln hshalf nf the eor

mlssdnn flessrve full ron«ifloratlon. Tl
Uw must llrst estahlWi a ihlnlmu
of cleanltness and daconcy on sfci
board. Aq tn ihot Muuv, §hould ho l

ouesilon. It shoulrl then undoubtefl
go conslderablv further th»n thls. ni

onlv- In these Xurtlier matiers.iK ths
y nny onen fiitnstlon for debate..Chlcai
\[ltceortl-Heraia,

"

the dlstrlcts on the basls of the ntw
consuB.

Presldent XntJonal MUuIclpnl Leagur-.
Please glve mc the name of the pres¬

ldent of thn Natlonal Munlclpal
League. TNQUIRER.
Hon. Chas. J. Bonaparte, Baltlmore,

Md.

Grnee t'c-rge.
How old la Grace George, the hcn-itl-

ful young actrcsa? STAGB.
Sho is aald to have /been born Irt

18S0, We cannot vouch for thls.

Some Grammntlcnl Knota.
1. Please toll me lf the following ex¬

presslons nro correct: ,.

1. The road from York to Darllng-
ton la tha strolghtcst ln England.

2. He pickeo up tho plumpest,
roundest child I ever oaw."

3. tie Is the squarest man I know.
.I. I do not llke thoso kind of thlngs.
li. Those sort ot people mako rne

lired. CHURCHMAN.
1. Theoretlcally this ls lncorrect. lf

the road ls -atralght lt cannot bfl
stralghter. The correct idlom would
bo tho road from York to Darltngtou
ls ncarer straiglit thun any roa-J ln
England. Of courae, no road ln tho
Island ls absolutely straight.

2. Thls expresslon la correct. Whrn
you say that the child ls the "round-
f.st.'' you do not mean that the child
ls lltcrally round. but rounded. To
this lnst term there can bo a compara-
tlve and a auperlatlve.

3. Thls la also correct. The man ls
not square ln a mathematlcal sense.
but square in a business sense. Of thls
there rnay bo a comparativo and su-
porlatlve.

.1. Thls uaage |s incorcct, though of
long standing. Tho plural of "that"
wltli kind, a slngular notin, cannot bo
employed. Shakespeare usea lt, how¬
ever,*'aa In "Lear," li.. 2, 107: "These
kind of knaves I know."

5. In our judgment thls Ih lncorrect.
fSort" cannot be used wlth a plural
demonstratlve pronoun.

Justlco la AsseMnient*.
Itunulng through must of tho edltorlal*

and communtsatmria that appear ln tlio
press "f Ihu State on tlit> subjucl ot tlie an.
B"niini':it of real estato and peraoaal prop¬
erty ls Iho Idea that an aaee-stmeBt of thca-
formu of prdporty accordlng to law wlll
brlng tlio Ktntc more revenue. This paper,
whlcn has been inaiatent upon euch un -*ia-
*<'S»ini"ni for four yeura. or einco lts flrat is-
¦ue, has advocutcd tht* bec&ueo tho prcstut
inanner of aa-cisalng property. both real and
liersoual, Is not lu concormliy ivlth th» latv.
iVIUi ua lt has beon primarlty nu tn-
forcement of tho law. lt has b\:en a
inuttor ot falrnesa and Juetlee. Thn
law dlaUncll>«*-ataus thut all property
shali bo ai'B-.-.-.'.-'i ut lu fair market
value. That has not been dono for many
:-i *ar and becauae lt bua nol been done
tho»o leuat ablo to contributo huvo contrl¬
buted moro thnn tliclr share towurda tln*
support of tho Stai-j government. and thoco
most ablo to contrlbute huvo elther been
able to cvade puying what they should or
havo been tavorcd by tho asm-aaors..i'red-
erlcluburg Journal.

Tbo AlrniibouMc Situatlon.
Somo of the revelatlons ln tho report of

tho Stato Board ot Charltles and Correc¬
tlons to whlch reference haa been mado tn
theso columns aro appalllnu. lt tho board
hud done no furlh-iT eorvtco tt comracnts
on the condition of the almahouses through¬
out Vlrgmiu would ontltle it» members to
the thunks ot the entlro Commonwealth.
Case after caeo ls clted by the report ot
tho board whlcli convlnces any mnn wlth a,
heart ct tho crylug need of reform ln rc-
upect to the treatment of the heiplcaa und
dlo'iased paupera of tho st-te..PortsmoutU
Star,

The Kcnlty Assee-sment ln Frederlclubtu-g.
Tho aaaessors of tho real estate as ap.

poliuoil aeem to glve general aattBfactlon.
ior ihey are all good men und have the in¬
terest and welfaro ot the city und State ur

* I heart. It Is believed they wlll obey tba law.
1 maUo a true iiBSosamem of all of the tvul
t eaiuto of Fredericksburg at Ils proper vnlne
. without fear. tavor or afTtcllon. If they do
.j that, thon wo can, lf deslred, decrenBO tho

ralo of tuxatlon. Wc can, If dosirad. In¬
crease tho bonded indebtednesa'and improvo
tbo city. Wo can alao show proapectlvai
purchaaora ot our cjty property that they
aro buylhg property wlth somo value to it.-»
Fredericksburg Star.

Tho JBplleptlc Colony.
Tho erectlon of HiIb inutitution has been

delaycd from year to year.and year by
year affllctcd humanlty has been mado to
BUffer tho more.by deturmincdi relentleiss.
Bhrowly contrlvod aud porslsiontly mulu-
talned oppoaltlon. 'TIs neodlcss here to cou-
slder tlie sourcc from whlch tlils purporo,
proccoded; tho motives promptlng lt. aud
thu patent diarugurd ot lawa upon whlelt It
waa predlcated. But to say now that nl-
though tlio Amherst alto has buen carefully
examlned by experts ln epllepsy, und pro-
nounced admlrablo for lts chosen purpose*,
thut although tho Lesislatuio two yeairt
ago cnactcd a statuto to tho effect that tho,
colony bo loo.at*d lu Amherst; that although
tho Attorney-Gonoral hns advlaod that th>">
aet pnrtakos of mundutory nature; and that
although*under thls preaauro a farm for the
colony haa been purchaaod ln Amhorat, und
tlio work of gradlng begun theroon, an at¬

tempt Ib to bu mado to ilefoat tho wlll of
tho peoplo of Virglniaa as oxprcBscd through
tho LoglBlature, Involves to our mlnda u

simply Ineoncotvablo proposltlon..Lynchburg
Koot.
¦_ii i ' ____=i

havo troublo at eome time or other wlth
the stomach becoming weak, the liver
inactivc and the bowela clogged^ and it
ia at auch times that you'll appreciate tho
benefits from a bottlo of

HOSTEHER'S
Therefore get a bottle to-day and keep It
handy for emergeney, and if you'll take it
promptly you can eave much suffering. It
ia for Poor Appetlte, Indigestion, Dya-
pepsia, Golcfs and Grippe. Get a fre-n
copy pf our 1910 Almanac frott\ druggiat.


